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to speak of them rather contemptuously as " Police/'
whereas they are only that in name, to distinguish
the armed and disciplined forces of the Civil Govern-
ment from those of the Regular army. Their duties
are of an arduous nature and are purely military.
That C.O.'s of regiments formerly looked askance at
one of their officers going to or returning from Military
Police employ is not due to the corps or the service,
but simply to the bad name induced by numbers
of British officers taking service with Military Police
Battalions for the sole purposes of relieving the strain
on their pockets and of having a slack time as they
imagined, and as, of course, in their isolated positions
they could have. Of course " hard bargains JJ of this
sort did not improve during their few years in Military
Police employ (if they were kept as long) and were
a serious crux to their C.O.'s on return to their regi-
ments and a proper energetic form of life. This
undesirable state of affairs has now more or less
ceased to exist. Commandants and Assistant Com-
mandants who have been adcfed to all battalions
in the last eight years are carefully selected.
Where in the neighbourhood of Regulars, in Assam
at least, Military Police units are allowed to join
in military work such as camps of exercise, etc., and
Brigadiers are invited to inspect Military Police head-
quarters and outposts whenever they find themselves
in their vicinity, which was invariably done, and it
is to be hoped is kept up still. This particular method
of attaining to and keeping up a reasonable degree
of military efficiency does not hold in the Burma
Military Police force, where pride in being " Irregu-
lars " and a dislike to approaching anything like